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Washington, D.C. 20505

19 September 7978

MEMORANDUM FOR: Admiral Daniel J. Murphy, USN (Ret.)
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense

for Policy
SUBJECT: Security Clearances for Congressional Staff

1. I have your memo of 5 September on security clearances for
Congressional staff. I appreciate the initiative. I am anxious to
proceed in the general directions you suggest and will do so.

2. At the same time, we will be knocking our head against a
tree if we attempt to curtail these relatively modest numbers of
Congressional staff clearances while continually increasing clearances
in the Executive Branch (I have requests pending on my desk for many
thousands of additional clearances within DoD). . As our overall review
of security procedures proceeds, I hope, and anticipate, that it will
include appropriate steps for sizeable reductions in codeword clearances
throughout the Executive Branch. 1I'd be grateful, however, if you would
anticipate such action by initiating reviews within DoD to reduce the

number of clearances.

STANSFIELD TURNER
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